AS   PIONEERS   OF   CHRISTIANITY
tortured and killed. In Japan, in 1597, twenty-six Jesuits, and
Franciscans were crucified. In a quarter of a century fifty-five
priests and laymen were beheaded or burnt to death. In 1638,
7,000 native converts who had taken refuge in a fort near Shimabara
were bombarded by a Dutch11 vessel for two weeks until all were
killed. Two years later, four Portuguese ambassadors from Macau,
a little girl of eight years of age and fifty-six other people of varying
nationalities were publicly executed. The torment of the pit,
suspension head downwards in a hole in the ground, crucifixion,
decapitation and burning were the forms of execution generally
used. One Portuguese (Manoel Borges) was left hanging head first
in a pit for four days until he died. Another (Antonio da Sousa)
did not die until the ninth day. . . . Altogether, on land and sea,
forty Jesuits in the Indies, twenty-seven in Indo-China, one hundred
and eleven in Japan, twelve in the Indian archipelagos and twenty-
four at sea earned the crown of martyrdom. To this list are to be
added Franciscans and Dominicans who worked and died in Ceylon
and West Africa and in Southern Rhodesia, Timor and Solor.
Among the victims were Father Ignatius de Azevedo, who with
thirty-nine companions was left to drown at sea while travelling
to Brazil, the Venerable Goncalo da Silveira, the martyr of South
Africa, and Sao Joao de Brito, whose murder at Madura brought to
a climax a life of high endeavour unique in the Portuguese mission
field.
Joao de Brito was born in Lisbon in 1647. He was a Jesuit. " I
feel that St. Francis calls me," was his explanation for abandoning
a life of ease and preferment at the Portuguese Court. Persecution
was at its height, and when news of this and the atrocities committed
reached Portugal every effort was made by his friends, among them
members of the Portuguese royal family, to dissuade him from
fulfilling his wish to go overseas.
To the principal of the Society, Joao Paula Oliva, he wrote a
letter in which he pointed out that as a boy he had recovered from
a dangerous illness " through the intercession of St. Francis
Xavier". " But," he added, " St. Francis not only did this ; he
bestowed an even greater blessing upon me, the wish to consecrate
to missionary work in India the life he restored to me. True, for a
long time I had It within my heart, yet mentioned it to no one
because I had not begun my philosophical studies. Now, however,
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